
Regional Conferences on

Domestic Violence
Addressing the legal and social needs

of victims of domestic violence, stalking,
and sexual assault, working to assure

Access to Justice and
Safety for All Victims

These conferences are for those who respond to
domestic violence, stalking and sexual assault:

domestic violence program employees,
legal aid staff, private attorneys, prosecutors,

law enforcement personnel, court professionals,
victim/witness staff, and social workers,
as well as others who want to make our

communities safer for all families.

Please use separate registration forms for each conference.
And please register early � space may be limited.

Thursday
September 28, 2006

9:00 am � 4:30 pm

Heth Student Center
Radford University
Radford, Virginia

Friday
September 29, 2006

9:00 am � 4:15 pm

SWVA Higher Ed Center
I-81 - Exit 14

Abingdon, Virginia
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Choose the conference time and place
that�s best for you:

Registration for Radford Conference – September 28

Name:________________________________________________

Position:_______________________________________________

Organization:____________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________

             _________________________________________________

Phone:_________________ email:____________________________

Select one workshop preference from each time slot:

Morning Sessions:
___1. HOME SWEET HOME ___3. Domestic Violence In Later Life
___2. What’s Up with MySpace ___4. Forensic Services

Afternoon — First Sessions:
___5.  Investigatory Techniques ___7. Victims with Cognitive Disabilities
___6. New Laws ___8. Legal Rights of Immigrant Victims

Afternoon — Second Sessions:
___9. Legal Ethics __11. The Marriage Amendment
__10. Stages of Change

Registration for Abingdon Conference – September 29

Name:__________________________________________________

Position:________________________________________________

Organization:____________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________

             _________________________________________________

Phone:_________________ email:____________________________

Select one workshop preference from each time slot:

Morning:
___1. HOME SWEET HOME ___3. Forensic Services
___2. DV In Later Life ___4. The Marriage Amendment

Afternoon — First Sessions:
___5. Investigatory Techniques ___7. What’s Up with MySpace
___6. New Laws ___8. Victims with Cognitive Disabilities

Afternoon — Second Sessions:
___9. Legal Rights of Immigrant Victims___11. Stages of Change
__10. Legal Ethics ___12. Reaching Out to the Community

✁

To register, mail appropriate form with $25 in enclosed envelope to:
SVLAS � 227 West Cherry Street � Marion, VA  24354

Registration deadline:  September 21, 2006
For more information, contact Buckey Boone at:

(276) 783-8300 x222  •  fax (276) 783-7411  •  buckey@svlas.org

Southwest Virginia



Radford Conference
Thursday, September 28

MORNING WORKSHOPS (10:30 AM ):

  1. HOME SWEET HOME.  This workshop will describe the Virginia laws that can help domestic
violence victims and survivors maintain safe housing for themselves and their families. Christie
Marra  is the family law staff attorney for the Virginia Poverty Law Center.

  2. What’s Up With MySpace: Internet Predators This workshop will describe MySpace.com
and how internet predators are using it to find vulnerable prey. Tara Brewster is the sexual
assault volunteer and outreach coordinator for the Women’s Resource Center.

  3. Domestic Violence in Later Life. This workshop will detail how domestic violence manifests
in later life, barriers that these victims face when reporting their abuse, and important techniques
that will better assist professionals working with an older victim. Be prepared to learn what
women in the second half of life really think about domestic violence based upon five focus
groups that were held for women aged fifty and older. Aly Cooper recently worked as Project
Coordinator of the Central Virginia Task Force on Older Battered Women.

  4. Forensic Services and Post-Incident Safety and Medical Care. This workshop will describe
the procedures taken by SANE nurses in response to a sexual violence case. Susan Carson is
a Forensic Nurse Examiner at the VCU Health System at the Medical College of Virginia.

FIRST AFTERNOON SESSION WORKSHOPS (1:45 PM):

  5. Investigatory Techniques.  This workshop will discuss the techniques used when investigating
crimes involving domestic and sexual violence. William Lightfoot  is a Detective with the
Richmond Police Department.

  6. New Laws Re: Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault.  This workshop will describe new
Virginia domestic violence/sexual assault laws and show how they can be used along with existing
laws to protect victims. Christie Marra  (see workshop #1) and Stacy Ruble (see workshop #11)

  7. Services for Victims with Cognitive and Mental Health Disabilities.  This workshop will
focus on the challenges presented by these vulnerable victims and explore ways to better
advocate for their protection. Mary B. Pulsifer has worked over 13 years at Women’s Resource
Center as an advocate for victims of domestic violence.

  8. Legal Rights of Immigrant Victims.  This workshop will educate participants about the legal
rights of immigrant victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and trafficking. It will cover
basic immigration law and explain eligibility for VAWA self-petitions, U-visas (crime victims)
and T-visas (trafficking). Issues of custody, protective orders, public benefits and legal service
provisions specific to immigrants victims of violence will be discussed.  Carole Angel is a staff
attorney for Legal Momentum’s Immigrant Women Program where she is a national policy
advocate and provides technical assistance to attorneys and victim advocates nationwide on
immigrant victim issues.

SECOND AFTERNOON SESSION WORKSHOPS (3:15 PM):

  9. Legal Ethics.  Lawyers are bound by a code of ethics which require us to competently and
zealously represent our clients. This session will explore some of the ethical issues specific to
family law matters, including protective orders, custody, support and divorce. Debra Sifford is a
senior staff attorney at the Christiansburg office of SVLAS specializing in Family Law and
Domestic Violence cases.

10. Stages of Change/Motivational Enhancement.  People who want to change often go through
five stages, yet use different approaches at different stages. This workshop will use the Stages
of Change and Motivational Enhancement principles to discuss how to support people through
their changes. Pat Helton is Executive Director of the Family Resource Center.

11. The Marriage Amendment:  Its Threat to Victims.  Most people see the proposed Marriage
Amendment as either an attack on the gay/lesbian people of Virginia or a defense of the institution
of marriage. This workshop will describe how a similarly worded constitutional amendment in
Ohio has decreased legal protection for unmarried victims of domestic violence and how it
may do the same in Virginia. Stacy Ruble is Domestic Violence Advocacy Coordinator for the
Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance.

Abingdon Conference
Friday, September 29

MORNING WORKSHOPS (10:30 AM):

  1. HOME SWEET HOME.  This workshop will describe the Virginia laws that can help domestic
violence victims and survivors maintain safe housing for themselves and their families. Christie
Marra  is the family law staff attorney for the Virginia Poverty Law Center.

  2. Domestic Violence in Later Life.  This workshop will detail how domestic violence manifests
in later life, barriers that these victims face when reporting their abuse, and important techniques
that will better assist professionals working with an older victim. Be prepared to learn what
women in the second half of life really think about domestic violence based upon five focus
groups that were held for women aged fifty and older. Aly Cooper recently worked as Project
Coordinator of the Central Virginia Task Force on Older Battered Women.

  3. Forensic Services and Post-Incident Safety and Medical Care. This workshop will describe
the procedures taken by SANE nurses in response to a sexual violence case. Susan Carson is
a Forensic Nurse Examiner at the VCU Health System at the Medical College of Virginia.

  4. The Marriage Amendment: Its Threat to Victims.  Most people see the proposed Marriage
Amendment as either an attack on the gay/lesbian people of Virginia or a defense of the institution
of marriage. This workshop will describe how a similarly worded constitutional amendment in
Ohio has decreased legal protection for unmarried victims of domestic violence and how it may
do the same in Virginia. Stacy Ruble is Domestic Violence Advocacy Coordinator for the
Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance.

FIRST AFTERNOON SESSION WORKSHOPS (1:30 PM):
  5. Investigatory Techniques.  This workshop will discuss the techniques used when

investigating crimes involving domestic and sexual violence. William Lightfoot  is a Detective
with the Richmond Police Department.

  6. New Laws Re: Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault. This workshop will describe new
Virginia domestic violence/sexual assault laws and show how they can be used along with
existing laws to protect victims. Christie Marra  (see workshop #1) and Stacy Ruble (see
workshop #4).

  7. What’s Up With MySpace: Internet Predators. This workshop will describe MySpace.com
and how internet predators are using it to find vulnerable prey. Tara Brewster is the sexual
assault volunteer and outreach coordinator for the Women’s Resource Center.

  8. Services for Victims with Cognitive and Mental Health Disabilities. This workshop will
focus on the challenges presented by these vulnerable victims and explore ways to better advocate
for their protection. Mary B. Pulsifer has worked over 13 years at Women’s Resource Center
as an advocate for victims of domestic violence.

SECOND AFTERNOON SESSION WORKSHOPS (3:00 PM):
  9. Legal Rights of Immigrant Victims. This workshop will educate participants about the legal

rights of immigrant victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and trafficking. It will cover
basic immigration law and explain eligibility for VAWA self-petitions, U-visas (crime victims)
and T-visas (trafficking). Issues of custody, protective orders, public benefits and legal service
provisions specific to immigrants victims of violence will be discussed. Carole Angel is a staff
attorney for Legal Momentum’s Immigrant Women Program where she is a national policy
advocate and provides technical assistance to attorneys and victim advocates nationwide on
immigrant victim issues.

10. Legal Ethics.  Lawyers are bound by a code of ethics which require us to competently and
zealously represent our clients. This session will explore some of the ethical issues specific to
family law matters, including protective orders, custody, support and divorce. Debra Sifford
is a senior staff attorney at the Christiansburg office of SVLAS specializing in Family Law
and Domestic Violence cases.

11. Stages of Change/Motivational Enhancement.  People who want to change often go through
five stages yet use different approaches at different stages. This workshop will use the Stages
of Change and Motivational Enhancement principles to discuss how to support people through
their changes. Pat Helton is Executive Director of the Family Resource Center.

12. Reaching Out to the Community.  If we are to have a lasting effect on the problems of domestic
violence and sexual assault, we must educate and change attitudes in our own communities. This
workshop will discuss methods of creating effective community education projects. Lee Ogle is
the community development director for Family Resource Center. With an M.A. in Business &
Professional Communications she has worked 15+ years in the field of marketing.

Sponsors for the Abingdon Conference:

Children’s Advocacy Center of Bristol/Washington Co., VA
People, Incorporated of Southwest Virginia

Southwest Virginia Legal Aid Society
Virginia Poverty Law Center

Sponsors for the Radford Conference:

Children’s Advocacy Center of the New River Valley
Women’s Resource Center of the New River Valley
Radford University School of Social Work
Southwest Virginia Legal Aid Society
Virginia Poverty Law Center

Credits for Attendance: Attorneys – 5.5 CLE’s pending
Guardians Ad Litem – 5.5 CEU’s pending
Law Enforcement: 5.5 CEU’s pending
Magistrates: 5.5 CEU’s pending

Veraunda I. Jackson, Esquire, served as Sex Crimes/Child Abuse Prosecutor in Orlando,
Florida and is herself a survivor of sexual assault. Ms. Jackson is the author of Everything Has
a Price and has provided training on sexual violence throughout the United States.

Isaac Van Patton, Ph.D., is Professor and Chair of the Criminal Justice Department of Radford
University. Dr. Van Patten specializes in the study of interpersonal violence, including sexual assault,
sexual homicide, domestic violence and child abuse.

The Honorable Philip Trompeter (Radford Conference) serves as Presiding Judge for the
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court, 23rd Judicial District and has served the court for the
last 21 years.

The Honorable H. Lee Chitwood (Radford Conference) serves as Chief Judge for the Juvenile
and Domestic Relations District Court, 27th Judicial District of Virginia and has served the court
for the last seven years.

Debra Sifford, Esquire, (Abingdon Conference) is Senior Staff Attorney at Southwest Virginia
Legal Aid Society specializing in family law and domestic violence cases.

AGENDA
Radford - September 28

8:00 – 9:00 Registration
9:00 – 10:15 Opening Session – Nobody Will Believe Me;

Why Victims Don’t Tell  –Veraunda I. Jackson
10:30 – 11:45 AM Workshops
11:45 – 12:15Lunch
12:15 – 1:30 General Session – Improving Access to the Courts

I-CAN!, A Pilot Project in Pulaski County
–The Honorable H. Lee Chitwood

Family Violence Court, A Pilot Project in Roanoke County
–Isaac Van Patton and the Honorable Philip Trompeter

1:45 – 3:00 Afternoon Workshops - First Session
3:15 – 4:30 Afternoon Workshops - Second Session

Abingdon - September 29
8:00 – 9:00 Registration
9:00 – 10:15 Opening Session – Nobody Will Believe Me;

Why Victims Don’t Tell –Veraunda I. Jackson
10:30 – 11:45 AM Workshops
11:45 – 12:15Lunch
12:15 – 1:15 General Session – Improving Access to the Courts

I-CAN!, A Pilot Project in Pulaski County
–Debra Sifford

Family Violence Court, A Pilot Project in Roanoke County
– Isaac Van Patton

1:30 – 2:45 Afternoon Workshops - First Session
3:00 – 4:15 Afternoon Workshops - Second Session

Both Conferences are financially assisted by
THE VIRGINIA LAW FOUNDATION.

Plenary Speakers:


